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St.  Briavels, 
Glos. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils 
forming  the  West  Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1949. 

In  presenting  this  report  I  wish  to  thank  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  for  their  continued  loyal  support. 

In  East  Dean,  Mr.  Collinson’s  many  years  of  hard  and  full 
service  came  to  an  end  with  his  retirement  in  November.  With  all 
who  worked  with  him  I  wish  him  many  years  of  happy  retirement. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Surveyors  and  other  officers  for  their  help 
in  compiling  this  report. 

The  vital  statistics  are  interesting.  The  Birth  Rates  for  each 
district  are  higher  than  the  National  Rate  indeed  the  East  Dean 
Rate  of  20.47  is  almost  the  same  as  the  National  post  war  rise  to 
20.5  in  1947.  The  Death  Rates  for  East  Dean  and  Lydney  are  a 
little  lower  than  the  National  Rate.  The  West  Dean  Rate  is 
higher  at  13.95. 

There  were  40  deaths  in  children  under  1  year  to  the  954  live 
births  registered.  This  is  a  little  on  the  high  side  but  the  figures 
are  too  small  to  draw  any  definite  conclusion  and  too  small  to  work 
out  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  again  this  year. 

Of  infectious  diseases  there  is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  very  little 
to  comment  on.  I  was  called  to  a  number  of  suspected  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  but  fortunately  I  did  not  have  to  confirm  this  diag¬ 
nosis  in  any  case.  I  was  also  called  in  consultation  to  several 
suspected  cases  of  smallpox  ;  only  in  one  case,  however,  did  I  have 
to  remove  the  patient  to  hospital  and  this  was  for  nursing  care  and 
in  this  case  my  provisional  diagnosis  of  erythema  was  confirmed. 


In  view  of  the  several  epidemics  of  infections  jaundice  of  which 
I  received  knowledge  chiefly  through  the  School  Returns  I  felt  that 
this  disease  should  be  notifiable. 

There  were  two  cases  of  meningococcal  meningitis  or  cerebro 
spinal  meningitis  and  both  were  unfortunately  fatal. 

Diphtheria  has  been  omitted  from  my  tables  as  no  case  was 
notified  but  a  death  of  a  person  whose  home  is  in  the  area  was 
referred  back  from  the  institution  in  which  she  died. 

There  were  65  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  as  compared 
with  68  last  year  and  24  deaths  against  32  last  year. 

Tuberculosis  is  a  social  disease  as  well  as  an  infectious  one. 
Poverty,  poor  nutrition,  overcrowding  and  ignorance  of  its  in¬ 
fectious  nature  cause  this  disease  to  flourish.  Improving  social 
conditions  over  the  last  century  have  effected  a  progressive  reduction 
in  its  incidence.  A  lower  illness  rate  and  a  lower  death  rate  are 
things  that  the  nation  can  purchase.  Early  diagnosis  is  most 
important  hence  the  value  of  Mass  Radiography  of  apparently 
healthy  persons.  Prompt  treatment  is  vital  with  the  removal  of 
the  patient  for  sanatorium  treatment  and  for  isolation  from  homes 
where  there  are  uninfected  persons  at  least,  until  the  patient  has 
been  educated  of  the  dangers  of  this  disease.  There  is  every 
evidence  that  the  treatment  of  cases  is  acquiring  a  high  standard. 
Among  the  factors  that  are  important  in  controlling  this  disease 
none  are  more  important  than  the  proper  housing  of  cases.  This 
is  important  in  many  cases  so  that  the  treatment  that  the  patient 
is  receiving  may  have  full  effect.  Thus  many  of  the  houses  in  which 
cases  arise  are  wet  and  dark.  Good  housing  is  however  most 
important  in  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  infection  to  other 
members  of  the  household.  Larger  rooms  allow  a  greater  dilution 
of  organisms  in  the  atmosphere  and  the  better  facilities  of  a  modern 
house  make  it  easier  to  prevent  infection.  It  is  most  important 
that  an  infectious  case  should  have  a  bedroom  of  his  own. 

During  the  year  there  were  many  cases  of  re-housing  by  the 
Councils  into  their  new  houses  and  I  am  sure  that  this  is  a  policy  which 
will  repay  itself.  It  would  pay  even  if  the  state  had  to  pay  the 
rent,  for  this  would  be  cheaper  than  the  hospitalisation  of  new  cases. 
The  waiting  lists  for  council  houses  are,  however,  still  long  and  there 
are  difficulties.  In  some  cases  the  patients  make  it  difficult  for  the 
Councils  to  help. 

Figures  of  the  number  of  cases  re-housed  from  bad  conditions 
are  most  spectacular  at  Lydbrook  where  attention  had  been  focussed 
on  the  high  incidence  of  tuberculosis.  Of  50  dwellings  that  were  let 
at  the  end  of  1948  and  beginning  of  1949  (30  traditional  and  20  pre¬ 
fabs)  no  less  than  14  active  pulmonarv  cases  were  re-housed. 


The  Councils  and  their  officers  have  shown  due  interest  in  the 
increasing  danger  of  food  infections.  Thus  all  three  Councils 
decided  to  adopt  the  Model  Byelaws  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  for 
securing  the  observance  of  sanitary^  and  cleanly  conditions  and 
practices  in  connection  with  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery 
of  Food  and  the  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air. 

Careful  watch  was  kept  of  catering  establishments  and,  with 
the  co-operation  of  Ministry  of  Food  officers,  inspection  was  made  of 
all  new  catering  establishments. 

Special  care  was  taken  in  the  licensing  of  Ice-Cream  producers 
and  vendors  and  as  many  samples  as  possible  were  taken  of  the  ice¬ 
cream  offered  for  sale.  In  accordance  with  a  request  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food  the  samples  were  tested  for  fat  content  and  the  reports  sent 
to  this  Ministry.  This  request  was  in  consequence  of  an  arrange¬ 
ment  by  which  traders  received  an  extra  allocation  of  fat  and  sugar 
on  the  undertaking  that  the  ice-cream  sold  should  contain  at  least 
2§%  fat. 

A  scheme  of  Divisional  Administration  of  certain  duties  of 
the  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  came  into  operation 
in  July.  Under  this  scheme  1  receive  half  my  salary  from  the  County 
Council.  Of  the  other  half,  a  half  of  this  is  paid  by  the  Exchequer 
through  the  County  Council  and  of  the  quarter  left,  266,  209  and 
185-660ths  are  paid  by  the  three  District  Councils  in  order  of  size 
of  the  Districts. 

In  view  of  the  low  present  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  I 
accepted  these  additional  duties.  These  duties  have  added  greater 
variety  to  my  post,  enabling  it  to  cover  a  larger  held  of  public 
health  work  and  makes  the  post  more  interchangeable  with  posts 
of  other  authorities. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  T.  HUNT, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Staff. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  three  District  Councils. 
A.  T.  HUNT,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond).,  d.p.h.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 


East  Dean. 


West  Dean. 


Lydney. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  W.  Colli nson,  m.s.i.a. 

(retired  30th  November,  1949). 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  D.  Parsons,  m.s.i.a.  (appointed  Senior 
Inspector  from  1st  Dec.  1949). 
Commenced  5th  July 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

V.  G.  Hudson,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.s.i. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  Lockhead,  m.s.i.a. 


Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  M.  Richards,  m.s.i.a. 


Analyst  employed  by  all  three  authorities  : 

Rowland  H.  Ellis,  Gloucester. 

Milk  Samples  are  sent  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory,  Royal 
Infirmary,  Gloucester. 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area — 30,475  acres. 

Population— 20,470  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — -5,555. 

(Also  61  huts  used  for  human  habitation). 
Rateable  value — £50,997.  Product  of  Id.  rate — £198/16/10. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


L 

egitimate 

Ille 

gitimate 

Totals 

i 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

1 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

! 

Live  Births  1  215 

187 

402 

9 

8 

17 

22 

195 

419 

Still  Births  .  9 

2 

11 

1 

— 

1 

10 

2 

12 

Deaths 

1 

under  1  yr.  9 

8 

17 

1 

1 

10 

8 

18 

Birth  Rate — 20.47  births  per  1,000  population  ;  England  and  Wales  16.7. 

Excesss  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  419 — 235  =  184. 

Death  Rate=  11.5  per  1 ,000  population  ;  England  and  Wales  11.7. 

The  Birth  Rate  remains  high  whereas  the  Death  Rate  is  almost  exactly  the 
same  as  the  National  Rate  and  last  year’s  rate. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer 

15 

18 

33 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

11 

9 

20 

Heart  diseases 

41 

47 

88 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

5 

3 

8 

Bronchitis 

12 

3 

15 

Pneumonia 

4 

5 

9 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

1 

4 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

1 

3 

4 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis 

2 

4 

6 

Maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

3 

2 

5 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injuries  and  infantile  diseases  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

4 

— 

4 

All  other  causes 

10 

9 

19 

Totals  •••  •••  •••  ... 

125 

110 

23  5 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Fever 

Male 

4 

12 

7 

2 

2 

— 

Female  ... 

9 

12 

10 

4 

— 

2 

Total 

13 

24 

17 

6 

2 

2 

0  + 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1  4- 

3 

7 

1 

-  ■ 

— 

— 

3  + 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Age.  5  + 

7 

11 

10 

3 

■  — 

1 

Groups  10  + 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15  + 

* — 

1 

—  • 

1 

— 

— 

25  + 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

65  + 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

January 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

February 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

March 

8 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

April 

— 

15 

9 

3 

— 

— 

May 

— 

1 

- ' 

- — 

1 

— 

lune 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July  . 

- — , 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

August  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— - 

— 

September 

2 

4 

6 

— 

— 

— 

October  ... 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

November 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

December 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Awre 

— 

1 

7 

— 

2 

— 

Blaisdon 

— 

9 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Churcham 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

Ftuntley 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— * 

Longliope 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Mitcheldean 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Ruardean 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Littledean 

East  Dean 

Parish 

Cinderford 

2 

n 

— 

— 

Ruspidge 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Soudley  ... 

— 

2 

— * 

- — 

— 

— 

Plump  Hill 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Popes  Hill 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Blakeney  Hill 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Dry  brook 

8 

1 

— 

— 

Removed  to 


Hospital 

... 

6 

1 

— 

— 

1 

o 

Deaths  ... 

.  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 
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Infectious  Disease. 

Information  on  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  is  received 
from  the  weekly  school  returns  from  primary  schools  as  well  as  from 
official  notifications. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  scattered  cases  throughout  the  year  with  some 
predominance  at  Dry  brook.  The  disease  was  mild  and  of  the  13 
cases,  2  were  isolated  at  Over  Hospital,  4  at  Alvington  Hospital 
and  7  were  left  home. 

Measles. 

There  were  a  number  of  scattered  cases  and  a  small  epidemic 
at  Blaisdon  in  April. 

Whooping  Gough. 

There  were  scattered  cases  throughout  the  year  affecting  mostly 
the  5-10  age  group. 

Ghickenpox. 

There  were  epidemics  of  this  disease  at  Blaisdon  in  January, 
Longhope  in  January  and  February  and  again  in  December  and  at 
St.  Whites  in  March. 

Infectious  Jaundice. 

There  was  a  severe  epidemic  at  Ruardean  Hill  school  through¬ 
out  the  first  half  of  the  year  (48  cases  out  of  170  children).  The 
disease  appeared  to  spread  through  classes  and  through  families. 
There  were  a  few  cases  at  other  schools. 

Tuberculosis. 


Notifications  during  the  year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

12 

15 

27 

Non-pulmonary  ... 

0 

1 

1 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  ... 

12 

16 

28 

Thus  there  were  28  fresh  cases.  The  number  of  deaths  was 
only  2  and  was  abnormally  low  ;  the  lowest  recorded. 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 
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Total  East  Dean 

Rural  District  ...  20470  5555  61  4031  124 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Mr.  Harry  Jones  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  yield  from  the  sources  at  Greenbottom  has  been  insufficient 
for  several  years  to  maintain  an  uninterrupted  supply  to  the  con¬ 
sumer  and  in  1949  the  yield  decreased  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
was  found  necessary  to  curtail  the  supply  in  the  Cinderford,  Rus- 
pidge,  Soudley  and  Blakeney  Hill  areas  during  the  hours  of  7  p.m. 
to  6  a.m.  from  July  until  the  end  of  October  when  heavy  rains  in¬ 
creased  the  yield.  An  uninterrupted  supply  was  given  to  the  rest 
of  the  area  supplied  except  for  the  Plump  Hill  Ward  and  the  part  of 
the  Mitcheldean  Parish  supplied  by  the  East  Dean  Mains.  Steps 
are  being  taken  here  to  improve  the  supply. 

At  Popes  Hill  the  shallow  wells  on  which  it  depends  were 
deficient  during  the  period  July  to  October  when  it  was  found 
necessary  to  set  up  a  water  point  and  make  regular  deliveries  of 
water  during  part  of  this  period. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  pumped  from  Greenbottom  during 
the  year  was  140,900/000  gallons. 

The  average  daily  consumption  for  1949  was  391,000  gallons 
and  the  average  consumption  per  head  of  the  population  served 
was  22.75  gallons  per  da}7. 

74  new  connections  were  made  to  the  East  Dean  Mains  during 
the  year.  New  mains. were  laid  to  the  Ruardean  Council  House 
Estate. 

Analysis  of  Water  Samples. 

Several  samples  taken  during  July  showed  a  number  of  B.  coli. 
One  sample  contained  as  many  as  250  B.  coli  per  100  mis.  whereas 
others  were  pure.  A  number  of  samples  were  taken  and  the  infection 
traced  to  the  suction  of  pollution  by  the  hydrant  ball  valves  during 
the  hours  that  the  supply  was  cut  off.  Altogether  17  samples  were 
taken  and  when  the  shutting  off  of  the  supply  ceased  the  analysis 
was  satisfactory. 

Ice-Cream  Production. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  production — Hot  mix  ...  2 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  production — Cold  Mix  ...  6 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  only  ...  ...  ...  26 

Total  34 

17  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  and  fat  content. 
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Summary  of  reports  on  samples 

Grade  (Methylene 

Blue  Test) 

•  9  • 

I  II 

III  IV 

8  4 

4  1 

Present  in 

More  than 

Not  present 

1  Tube 

2  Tubes  3  Tubes  3  Tubes 

Bacillus  Coli  ... 

11 

— 

1  2 

o 

O 

Under  100 

100-1,000 

1,000-10,000 

Over  10,000 

Bacterial  Count  . 

— 

6 

6 

5 

Under  2j% 

2*-5% 

5-10% 

Over  10% 

Fat  Content 

— 

10 

7 

— 

Average  Fat  Content 

—4  00/ 

/O’ 

Repeated  very  unsatisfactory  reports  were  received  from  the 
ice-cream  made  by  one  hot  mix  producer  and  on  representatiion 
being  made  to  her  she  abandoned  the  hot  mix  method  and  retailed 
ice-cream  from  a  large  producer. 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  11. 

4  representations  made  by  me  were  considered  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  ;  in  3  cases  demolition  orders  were  made  and  in  the 
other  case  an  undertaking  that  necessary  repairs  would  be  done  was 
accepted. 

Rivers  Pollution  Act. 

On  the  6th  of  April  a  farmer  in  one  of  the  rural  parishes  had  two 
cows  die  simultaneously.  The  farmer  noticed  that  this  was  about 
an  hour  after  these  cows  had  drunk  at  a  stream  running  through 
the  farm.  He  took  a  sample  of  the  water  and  on  analysis  this  was 
found  to  contain  cyanide.  The  two  cows  died  of  cyanide  poisoning. 
It  was  found  that  a  factory  which  uses  sodium  cyanide  for  case 
hardening  emptied  the  bath  used  for  quenching  the  manufactured 
parts  untreated  into  this  stream.  The  sludge  from  this  bath  was 
erroneously  thought  to  contain  the  cyanide  and  was  buried.  Imme¬ 
diate  steps  were  taken  to  detoxicate  the  supernatant  liquor  before 
discharge  into  the  stream. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1946,  Scetion  47. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  for  the  removal  of  any 
person  in  need  of  care  and  attention  to  an  institution. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

25  connections  to  the  sewer  were  made  during  the  year  and 
improvements  were  made  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  13 
premises  with  drainage  to  tanks  and  filter  beds. 
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There  were  14  improvements  in  the  provision  of  sanitary 
fittings.  The  new  sewerage  scheme  at  Ruardean  made  good  progress 
during  the  year. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Collection  through  contractors  of  refuse  at  Churcham  and 
Blaisdon  was  commenced. 


Sanitary  Inspection. 


Under  the  Public  Health  Act 

458 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

204 

Other  complaints 

21 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

284 

Preliminary  Notices  Served 

12 

Statutory  Notices  Served  .  . 

5 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

No.  of  inspections  .  . 

47 

Factory  and  Workshops. 

No.  of  inspections  .  . 

19 

The  following  amount  of  meat  was  condemned  : — 

14  carcases  of  cattle 

...  6896  lbs. 

2  carcases  of  calves 

210  lbs. 

5  carcases  of  pigs  ... 

...  1325  lbs. 

Beef 

...  2256  lbs. 

Mutton 

138  lbs. 

Pork . 

74  lbs. 

Veal  . 

...  5  lbs. 

97  Bovine  Heads 

...  2986  lbs. 

165  Lungs 

...  1483  lbs. 

237  Livers 

...  2855  lbs. 

292  Part  Livers 

...  1707  lbs. 

290  Sheep  Livers 

842  lbs. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Corned  beef  (tins) 

...  24—6  lbs. 

Fish 

58  lbs. 

Bacon  ... 

30  lbs. 

Cheese 

25  lbs. 

Dried  fruit 

7  lbs. 

Cereals 

31  lbs. 

Vegetables 

...  126  tins 

Fruit  ...  • 

27  tins 

Fish 

13  tins 

Meat  ... 

56  tins 

Milk . 

63  tins 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves  ! 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

936 

280 

1135 

! 

5875 

137 

Number  Inspected 

936 

280 

1135 

5875 

137 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

6 

1 

5 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

301 

205 

27 

300 

0 

w 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

32.1 

75.4 

2.5 

5.2 

5.1 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

2 

6 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

110 

1  80 

1 

22 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

11.8 

. 

1  28.6 

— 

© 

t— i 

16.1 
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WEST  DEAN,  1949 


Area— 24,154  acres. 

Population— 18,280  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 5242. 

Rateable  value — £46,108.  Product  of  Id.  rate — E167 /10 /4. 

Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


Legitima 

te 

11 

legitimate 

Totals 

1 

Male  |  Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem.  Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

156  171 

327 

10 

8  18 

166 

179 

345 

Still  Births 

1  !  5 

6 

0 

0  0 

1 

5 

6 

Deaths 

i 

under  1  yr. 

10  5 

1 

15 

0 

o 

o 

10 

5 

15 

Birth  Rate  =  18.9  births  per  1,000  population  ;  England  and  Wales  16.7. 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  =  345 — 255=90. 

Death  Rate  =  13.95  per  1,000  living  ;  England  and  Wales  11.7. 

London  12.2. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

9 

6 

15 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

2 

— 

9 

Cancer 

18 

11 

29 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

5 

17 

22 

Heart  diseases 

47 

43 

90 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

7 

6 

13 

Bronchitis 

10 

4 

14 

Pneumonia 

10 

3 

13 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

6 

— 

6 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

3 

1 

4 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

3 

3 

Nephritis 

7 

2 

9 

Maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

2 

2 

4 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injuries,  and  infantile  disease 

3 

5 

8 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

— i 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

5 

3 

8 

All  other  causes 

5 

4 

9 

Totals 

145 

110 

255 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Apart  from  a  small  epidemic  of  5  cases  which  occurred  in 
Coleford  in  July  there  were  only  a  few  sporadic  cases  during  the 
year. 

Measles. 

There  was  a  small  epidemic  at  Lydbrook  in  April  but  otherwise 
only  a  few  scattered  cases. 

Mumps. 

There  was  an  epidemic  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  through¬ 
out  most  of  the  district. 

Ghickenpox. 

An  epidemic  occurred  at  Bream  in  January,  Yorkley  in  May 
and  June  and  Christchurch  in  June  and  July. 

Epidemic  Jaundice. 

There  was  a  small  epidemic  in  March  and  April  at  Bream  and 
a  few  scattered  cases  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year.  There  was  an 
epidemic  at  Joys  Green  in  September  to  November  and  at  Clear- 
well  in  October. 


Tuberculosis. 


Notifications  during  the  year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

13 

9 

22 

N  on-Pulmonary 

4 

1 

5 

Totals 

17 

10 

27 

Thus  there  were  27  notifications  altogether  which  was  a  re¬ 
duction  on  the  figures  for  the  previous  two  years.  Especially 
noticeable  was  the  reduction  at  Lydbrook  the  6  notifications  re¬ 
ceived  being  the  lowest  since  1943.  The  27  notifications  this  year 
were  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  district. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Ward  reports  as  follows 

1  ‘  T  he  resources  at  Redbrook  Waterworks  have  proved  sufficient 
to  meet  the  increasing  demand  upon  the  Water  Supply.  The 
inclusion  of  additional  spring  water  augmented  the  limited  yield 
in  Summertime  to  meet  the  requirements  without  resorting  to 
drastic  rationing  during  the  very  dry  summer  of  1949.  The  system 
of  rationing  different  areas  daily  for  3  hour  periods  in  rotation,  was 
sufficient  and  did  not  cause  any  serious  inconvenience  to  house¬ 
holders,  and  by  this  method  the  Rural  District  water  supply  was 
maintained  during  times  of  drought. 
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The  consumption  of  water  continues  to  increase  principally  by 
building  development,  dairy  farming  with  milk  production  of  high 
standards,  and  industrial  demand.  There  is  a  noticeable  tendency 
for  consumers  with  older  type  of  property,  to  improve  the  domestic 
water  supply  by  the  installation  of  hot  water  systems  to  baths, 
lavatory  basins,  and  sinks,  also  the  subsequent  introduction  of 
water  closets  in  place  of  earth  closets.  Extensive  housing  schemes 
connected  to  the  mains  supply  by  the  Council,  in  all  parts  of  the 
Rural  District,  provided  with  hot  water  systems  and  modern  sani¬ 
tation,  adds  to  the  demand  on  the  water  supply. 

The  registered  amount  of  water  pumped  from  Redbrook  during 
the  year  1949  was  1 10,000,000  gallons,  an  average  daily  consumption 
of  305,000  gallons.  It  is  estimated  that  the  consumption  per 
head  of  the  population  served  was  20  gallons  per  day. 

Private  properties  continue  to  connect  to  the  mains  supply,  and 
105  water  service  connections  were  carried  out,  plus  39  new  con¬ 
nections  made  to  Council  Houses  occupied  during  the  past  year. 

Water  mains  were  extended  to  the  Crow  Ash  Airey  Houses, 
Berry  Hill  ;  Parkhill  Airey  Houses,  Whitecroft  ;  Yorkley  Slade 
Traditional  Houses  ;  Joys  Green  Traditional  Houses ;  English 
Bicknor  Traditional  Houses,  and  Sunny  Bank  Houses,  Coleford. 

The  Council  propose  to  supplement  their  present  supply  from 
Redbrook  with  another  source  at  Lydbrook.  The  water  from 
Limekiln  Pool  Springs,  Lydbrook,  will  be  pumped  direct  into  the 
existing  main  distribution  system  at  Mile  End,  Coleford.  The 
combined  sources  of  supply  would  be  capable  of  providing  a  constant 
supply  of  water  for  several  years  to  all  parts  of  West  Dean,  and 
meet  the  increased  demand  on  the  supply. 

Water  Examination. 

Samples  of  the  Redbrook  spring  and  well  waters  are  taken 
monthly.  The  County  Analyst  reports  on  the  quality  of  the  water 
for  drinking  supply.  The  raw  water  is  sterilised  by  chlorination 
at  Redbrook  Waterworks  before  delivery  to  the  Service  Reservoirs 
to  ensure  standard  purity — although  75%  of  raw  samples  were 
satisfactory  before  chlorination.” 
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infectious  Diseases  Notified. 


. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute 

Pneumonia  Erysipelas 

Male 

5 

7 

6 

12 

2 

Female 

5 

7 

5 

3 

2 

Total . 

10 

14 

11 

15 

4 

0  + 

— 

2 

— 

2 

. - 

1  + 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

3  + 

3 

8 

6 

— 

— 

Age  5  + 

7 

2 

4 

2 

• — 

Groups  10  + 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

15  + 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

25  + 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

45  + 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

65  + 

4 

— 

January 

— 

2 

— 

7 

— 

February 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

March  ... 

2 

— 

4 

1 

— 

April  ... 

— 

5 

2 

- — - 

— 

May  . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

June  ... 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

July  . 

5 

— 

1 

1 

1 

August 

1 

1 

— 

3 

2 

September 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

October 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

November 

1 

— 

— 

— 

December 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coleford 

5 

2 

— 

— 

2 

English  Bicknor 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Lydbrook 

1 

6 

6 

7 

— 

Clearwell 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Redbrook 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Staunton 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

West  Dean 
Parish  : — 

Bream 

_ 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Ellwood 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Broad  well 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Berry  Hill 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Milkwall 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pillowell 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Parkend 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yorkley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Viney  Hill 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Removed  to 

Hospital 

7 

— 

— 

2 

Deaths 

_ 

_ 

— 

16 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT 


Ice-Cream 

No.  on  Register  at  July,  1949  : — 

Retailer /Producer — Pre-packed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Retailer /Producer — Cold  mix  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Retailer /Producer — Hot  mix  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

21 

Samples  taken  during  year  :  36. 

Table  showing  analysis  of  the  36  samples  taken. 


Grade 

I  II 

III  IV 

Total 

16  11 

3  6 

36 

Present 

in  More  than 

Not  present  1  Tube 

2  Tubes  3  Tubes  3  Tubes 

Total 

Bacillus  Coli  22  6 

2 

3  3 

14 

Under  100 

100-1,000 

1,001-10,000  Over  10,000 

Bacterial  Count  ...  7 

10 

11 

8 

Over  2*% 
and 

Under  2\%  under  5%  5-10%  Over  10%  Not  taken 

Fat  Content  ...  2  11  14  1  8 

Average  :  5.39%. 

The  sample  with  the  lowest  bacterial  count,  20  per  ml.,  had 
bacillus  coli  in  1  out  of  9  tubes  (1/10  m.l.)  and  was  Grade  IV.  It  will 
be  seen  that  ice  cream  was  of  quite  fair  standard  of  purity  and  the 
amount  of  contamination  shown  by  the  presence  of  bacillus  coli 
was  remarkably  small— only  3  showed  its  presence  in  less  than 
1  /10  m.l. 

During  the  year  the  Council  adopted  a  minimum  standard  for 
the  three  types  of  ice  cream  trader  (pre-packed,  cold  and  hot  mix) 
and  this  came  into  force  on  the  1st  November,  1949.  The  whole 
of  the  Producers  were  co-operative  and  the  standard  of  premises 
considerably  improved  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the 
reports  were  as  follows  : — 

Swimming  Pool,  Clearwell  :  Suitable  for  its  purpose. 

Cannop  Well  :  Not  pure  and  boiling  was  advised. 

Dairy  supply  at  Bream  :  Not  pure — main  provided. 

Outflow  from  petrol  interceptor  at  joys  Green  :  Suitable  for 
connection  to  piped  drain. 

In  the  case  of  the  Cannop  Well  it  was  not  practicable  to  advise 
the  main  supply  as  it  is  not  available. 
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Newlasid  R.A.F.  Camp, 

This  camp  continued  to  provide  houses  for  12  families 
although  the  standard  of  accommodation  is  not  as  good  as  could  be 
wished.  The  provision  of  brick  partitions  to  the  huts  in  1948  made 
conditions  more  tolerable  but  the  problem  of  the  unsuitability  of  the 
buildings  for  permanent  occupation  remains.  Work  done  to  the 
huts  was  only  of  the  nature  of  temporary  repairs  in  order  to  make 
the  huts  reasonably  habitable. 

Coleford  Sewer. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  with  this  during  the  year  and 
much  of  the  urban  area  of  the  Coleford  town  was  provided  with  a 
sewer.  No  connections  could  be  made  thereto  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  not  complete  and  to  the  fact  that 
the  sewer  was  done  in  stages  with  some  intermediate  lengths  being 
left  until  more  convenient  circumstances  (e.g.  the  harvesting  of  a 
crop  or  the  abatement  of  sub-soil  flooding)  arose. 


Drainage. 

During  the  year  many  new  private  drainage  systems  were  put 
into  commission  and  almost  all  of  them  were  of  the  type  known 
’  locally  as  the  “  septic  tank  ”  system.  This  consisted  of  two  chamber 
treatment — the  first  chamber  with  sealed  inlets  and  outlets  and  the 
second  with  honeycomb  brickwork  and  block  stone  or  clean  rubble 
filling.  As  the  subsoil  in  the  area  is  largely  brash,  i.e.  a  mixture  of 
a  near-clay  interspersed  with  thin  layers  of  broken  sandstone, 
soakage  is  fairly  efficient  and  little  nuisance  results  from  their  use. 
With  considerable  pollution  of  streams,  the  presence  of  many  stone 
culverts  with  uncertain  or  unknown  points  of  discharge,  and  the 
presence  of  large  numbers  of  septic  tanks  in  every  area  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  more  important  that  every  house  should  have  the 
main  water  supply.  Steps  were  taken  wherever  possible  to  achieve 
this. 

Statutory  notices  were  served  on  4  owners  where  drainage 
was  grossly  inefficient  and  the  matter  put  right.  With  no  proper 
sewerage  in  the  area  yet  in  operation  and  the  new  scheme  only  to 
provide  for  one  sixth  of  the  population,  drainage  troubles  were 
numerous  and  not  always  capable  of  being  easily  dealt  with.  It  is 
becoming  increasingly  urgent  for  the  only  efficient  form  of  drainage, 
i.e.  that  provided  by  a  proper  sewerage  system,  to  be  provided  in  the 
urban  areas  of  the  district.  This  particularly  applies  to  the  “  Lane 
Ends  ”  with  the  problem  most  acute  at  Broadwell,  the  villages  of 
Lydbrook  and  Bream  and  the  district  of  Berry  Hill.  It  is  impossible 
to  prevent  contamination,  sometimes  of  a  gross  character,  of  all  the 
streams  which  pass  through  urban  areas  in  West  Dean,  and  not  one 
of  the  streams  is  free  from  considerable  pollution. 
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Refuse  Collection. 


The  Council  continued  to  collect  each  week  from  more  than 
90%  of  the  houses.  The  direct  labour  system  worked  well  and  the 
Council’s  two  refuse  lorries  functioned  with  little  trouble.  Refuse 
disposal  was  by  semi-controlled  tipping  with  the  heavy  ash  content 
(due  to  the  district  being  a  mining  area)  acting  as  a  surprisingly 
efficient  cover.  The  cessation  of  the  Council’s  paper  collection  was 
largely  the  cause  of  two  of  the  refuse  tips  becoming  on  fire  for  the 
increased  paper  content  made  the  tips  more  attractive  to  children. 
All  efforts  to  put  out  the  fires  were  unavailing  and  the  tips  were 
abandoned  for  the  fire  to  burn  itself  out  ;  no  nuisance  was  caused 
due  to  the  isolated  situation  of  the  tips  concerned. 

Crickets  and  rats  on  the  tips  were  dealt  with  as  they  became 
apparent  and  no  major  infestation  arose. 

Night  Soil — The  Council  continued  to  collect  night  soil  from 
10  houses  only  and  the  reasons  for  the  collection  were  either  inade¬ 
quate  garden  space  or  infirmity  of  the  occupants.  The  method  of 
disposal  was  by  tipping  with  adequate  cover  on  refuse  tips. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Immediately  these  regulations  came  into  force  steps  were  taken 
to  register  all  retailers  and  non-farm  dairies  in  the  area.  At  the 
end  of  1949  the  following  were  registered  : — 

Dairies  not  at  farm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Retail  Milk  distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

The  condition  of  the  premises  from  which  the  milk  was  sold 
was  quite  good  although  some  of  the  methods  of  delivery  left  much 
to  be  desired.  Sixteen  samples  of  milk  from  West  Dean  were  taken 
during  the  year — 11  were  satisfactory  and  5  were  poor.  One  was 
very  bad  indeed  and  joint  action  taken  by  the  neighbouring  authority, 
where  the  milk  was  produced,  and  this  Council,  resulted  in  an 
improvement. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

All  the  factories  in  the  area  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
many  of  them  several  times.  Advice  was  given  to  many  managers 
on  drainage  problems  and  on  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  and  the 
relationship  between  factory  owners  and  the  local  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  was  very  good.  5  notices  were  served  in  connection  with  the 
Factories  Act,  1937  and  of  these  4  were  complied  with. 

The  13  bakehouses  were  regularly  inspected  and  the  conditions 
found  were  satisfactory. 
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Requisitioned  Houses. 

The  Council  continued  to  control  22  requisitioned  houses  with 
27  families  living  therein.  Only  minor  repairs  were  done  thereto 
during  the  year. 

Housing. 

41  preliminary  notices  and  one  statutory  notice  were  served 
during  the  year  and  these  resulted  in  small  scale  improvement  to 
41  houses.  All  these  notices  were  served  under  Section  92-94  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  as  the  premises  could  not  be  classed  as  in 
all  respects  fit  for  habitation,  (a  certificate  for  which  might  have 
been  required  had  the  work  been  asked  for  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1936). 

It  became  increasingly  difficult  for  the  Council  to  require  large 
scale  repairs  due  to  many  of  the  cottages  having  such  low  rentals. 
With  a  rental  of  5/-  to  7/6  per  week  the  total  annual  income  is  less 
than  £20  and  when  rates  and  income  tax  have  been  paid  the  amount 
available  for  repairs  is  about  £5-£8  per  year,  often  less.  The 
ordinary  cost  of  minor  essential  repairs  in  painting  the  house, 
repairs  to  roof,  chimney  or  guttering  which  arise  from  time  to  time 
more  than  exhausts  this  sum  and  the  owner  is  left  with  no  cash 
available  for  large  scale  repairs  such  as  re-roofing,  roughcasting, 
renewal  of  windows,  etc.  With  so  low  a  rental  no  reserve  can  have 
been  built  up  and  it  becomes  increasingly  obvious  that  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  small  cottage  property,  let  out  on  a  tenancy,  is  a  constant 
liability  to  the  owner. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

A  small  amount  of  food  was  condemned  and  this  arose  mainly 
from  damaged  or  defective  tins.  Wherever  possible  this  food  was 
utilised  for  chicken  food.  The  hundreds  of  pigs  killed  for  cottagers 
were  examined  by  the  licensed  slaughtermen  who,  when  any  doubt 
arose  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  meat,  notified  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
In  this  way  a  litter  of  5  pigs  were  examined  at  their  slaughter  at 
10  months  of  age  and  3  out  of  the  five  were  condemned  as  tubercu¬ 
lous.  The  owner  of  the  sow  was  traced  but  the  sow  had  already 
been  sold  and  slaughtered. 

Schools. 

The  drainage  systems  and  the  sanitary  accommodation  at 
Schools  were  matters  of  considerable  concern  during  the  year  and 
at  two  of  them,  Bream  (Church  of  England)  and  Clearwell,  efforts 
were  made  to  get  schemes  of  improvement  carried  out. 
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Public  Health  Exhibition. 

The  Council  agreed  to  co-operate  with  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries  (Infestation  Division)  and  in  June  a  Public 
Health  Exhibition  was  organised  in  the  Town  Hall,  Coleford. 
Exhibits  included  displays  of  Town  Planning  photographs  and 
maps,  a  stand  demonstrating  modern  milking  equipment,  one 
shewing  the  making  of  ice  cream,  local  and  County  Public  Health 
Services  including  refuse,  salvage  and  the  administration  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1947.  There  was  a  film  unit  supplied 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  films  were  shown 
to  selected  audiences— school  children,  women’s  organisations  and 
food  handlers. 

The  Exhibition  was  open  for  nearly  a  week  and  approximately 
600-700  persons  visited  it.  The  cost  to  the  West  Dean  R.D.C.  was 
75,  the  cost  of  the  hire  of  the  Town  Hall  ;  the  balance  was  borne 

.o  '  ’ 

by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA  (SENIOR  S.l.  ONLY). 


Public  Health  Exhibition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Building  Inspection  and  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  611 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Meat  and  other  foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  313 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Refuse,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Cl.  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Milk  .  124 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

Petrol  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  41 

Public  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 
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Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  11. 

Eleven  representations  made  by  me  were  considered  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  and  in  9  cases  demolition  orders  were  made. 
In  2  cases  undertakings  to  do  repairs  to  make  these  dwellings 
habitable  were  accepted.  In  one  case  the  undertaking  included 
packing  of  stone  in  the  workings  under  the  house  so  as  to  prevent 
further  racking. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  for  the  removal  of  any 
person  in  need  of  care  and  attention  to  an  institution. 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 
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Total  West  Dean  Rural  District  18280  5242  3560 


LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area =24,544  acres. 

Populations  Civilian  11,090  ;  Total  11,980. 
Rateable  value  (31st  Dec.,  1949)  =£45,158. 

Product  of  a  penny  rate =£174. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  rated =2,980. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

i 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

99 

81 

180 

5 

5 

10 

104 

86 

190 

Still  Births 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

| 

2 

Deaths 
under  1  vr. 

1 

6 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i  6 

7 

Birth  Rate  =  17.14  births  per  1,000  population  ;  England  and  Wales  10.7. 
Excess  of  births  over  deaths  =  190 — 116  =  74. 

Death  Rate  =  10.46  ;  England  and  Wales  11.7. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

5 

1 

6 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— . 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer 

9 

8 

17 

Diabetes 

— 

3 

3 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

5 

3 

8 

Heart  diseases 

19 

17 

36 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

5 

8 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum... 

2 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

— 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

—  , 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis  ... 

2 

8 

10 

Maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injuries  and  infantile  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide 

— 

• — 

— 

Road  traffic  accidents 

- — 

— 

— 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

■5 

7 

All  other  causes 

4 

3 

7 

5d 

61 

116 

23 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified 


1 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Males 

5 

19 

1 

3 

1 

Females 

8 

18 

o 

O 

1 

— 

Total 

13 

37 

4 

4 

1 

0  + 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1  + 

1 

9 

o 

la 

— 

— 

3  + 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Age  5  + 

9 

23 

— 

— 

— 

Groups  10  + 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

15  + 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25  + 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

45  + 

— 

_ 

— 

9 

la 

— 

85  + 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

J  anuarv 

— 

_ 

— 

February 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

March 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

April 

1 

1 

— 

— 

May 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

June 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

July 

— 

13 

— 

— 

August 

1 

— 

— 

— 

September  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

October 

— 

— 

— 

- — • 

— 

November 

5 

— 

1 

o 

— 

December 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Lydney 

4 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Tidenham 

5 

6 

1 

1 

1 

St.  Briavels 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

Aylburton 

— 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

Woolaston  . . . 

4 

6 

— 

— 

Hewelsfield  ... 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Alvington 

Removed  to 

hospital 

a 

— 

2 

1 

Deaths 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Sporadic  cases  occurred  throughout  the  year.  These  were  mild. 

Measles. 

There  was  an  epidemic  at  Lydney  during  June  and  July  and  a 
few  cases  in  the  other  parishes. 
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Mumps. 

This  was  epidemic  at  Woolaston,  Lydney  and  St.  Briavels  from 
March  to  July  and  at  Hewelsfield  in  September. 

Chickenpox. 

This  was  epidemic  at  Lydney  in  June  and  again  in  November 
and  at  Tidenham  and  at  St.  Briavels  in  December. 

Infectious  Hepatitis  or  Infectious  Jaundice. 

There  were  sporadic  cases  and  an  epidemic  an  the  Lydney 
C.  of  E.  School  in  October. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  : — 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

5  4  0  1 

This  gives  a  total  of  10  notifications  which  is  quite  a  usual 
figure. 


25 


£2. 

=3 

W 


a 

£ 

VO 

JP 

'cS 


T3 

© 

co 

<U 

CO 

3 

© 

X 

c*-. 

© 

W 

X2 

E 

3 

SE 

© 

© 

3 

© 

0. 


a; 

Ph 

*  rH 

J,  Ph 

a  § 

Ph 

P  -P 

c/5  co 

5h 

a) 

+-> 
ctf 

is 

co  : 

.s : 

c3 
S 
o 


u 

05 

4~> 

o 

a; 


o 
o 

co 
CD  cj 
■-M  OJ 
l-H  ^ 

«  ,  , 

PhH~^ 

o . 

Lh  ; 


Ph 

P 

co 

0 

bo 

G 


O' 

[> 


Tf 


O 

G 


l-H  co 
aj  <u 
O  co 

£  § 

&  X 

A  * 


’Xj  l-H 

£  .2 

G  H— 1 

£2H 

•  r-4  3 

m  Ph 

Ll)  o 

W  Ph 


o 

CJ 

l-H 

CD 

■+■> 

g 

i> 

p- 

o 

4-> 

co 

Ph 

CD 


Ph 

Ph 

f-J 

CD 

G 


Ph 

CL, 


Ph 

Ph 


p 

P 

rQ 


© 


P 

o 

-l-> 

CO 

G 


U  < 


>  P 


CO  CD 
O  CM 
CM  UO 


CO  O-  'CO 

Cj  h}h  (j- 


CO 

CD 


h  O  '  CD  O 
CO  GO  Tf  O' 
CM  CD  CO  CM 


CO  LO  ■>— 
CM  CO  O 
CM  i— h  i™. 


CO 

o 

CM 


00 

Oj 

CM 


00  1.0  CO  CD' 

lOOCCCrH 
00  IO  rH  00 
’st'  CM  l-H 


CO  CO  CM 
CM  05  00 

oo  pH  cr, 


05 

o 


C/5 

C  £d  p 

5  p  c 

.  tC  aj  -h 
f<x<  -P  lh 
O  p  p 

£  PQ  o 

y  o  .  o 

•''"-1  _|_J  r'l 

»— 1  H  co  <! 


G  PC 

O  <D 
+H  CP 
Cfi  co 

PS  ~ 

O  !> 


G 

O 

■+■> 

bo 

G 


,u  <v  jC 

K**’  HH  ^h 
K*  ,^-f  < 


26 


SWIMMING  POOLS, 


Bathurst  Swimming  Pool. 

3  samples  were  taken  and  all  were  reported  on  as  not.  entirely 
satisfactory.  Proper  chlorination,  filtration  and  aeration  apparatus 
is  being  provided  as  soon  as  possible. 

Beachley  Swimming  Pool. 

This  is  a  private  pool  which  is  filled  with  sea  water  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Wye  when  the  tide  is  in.  The  water  is  chlorinated 
but  there  is  no  filtration  or  circulation  apparatus.  One  sample 
was  reported  on  as  not  entirely  satisfactory  and  two  subsequent 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  for  the  removal  to  an 
institution  of  any  person  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Spratt  reports  as  follows  : — 

Lydney  Main  Supply. 

This  supplies  Lydney,  Part  of  Aylburton  and  Alvington,  there 
are  two  sources,  Ferneyley  Springs  and  Tufts  Level. 

Ferneyley  Springs — Estimated  Yield  during  year  ...  89,645,000 
Amount  Piped  and  Utilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  52,270,000 

Amount  not  used  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37,375,000 

Tufts  Level — Estimated  amount  used .  ...  21,900,000 

It  was  found  possible  to  utilise  the  supply  from  Tufts  through¬ 
out  the  year,  and  this  enabled  the  combined  supply  adequately  to 
meet  the  demand  without  restrictions  during  the  summer  months. 
Both  these  sources  are  chlorinated— samples  were  taken  and  were 
reported  upon  as  fairly  satisfactory. 

There  are  small  separate  supplies  at  Aylburton  and  Woolaston. 
Tidenham  and  Beachley  are  supplied  by  the  Chepstow  Water  Co. 
Council  Houses  at  Hewelsfield  are  supplied  by  a  private  supply,  and 
at  St.  Briavels  by  a  standpipe  from  the  village  supply. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  wells  and  springs 
and  in  a  few  isolated  cases  by  rain  water  tanks. 

Work  on  the  Borehole  at  Rodmore  continued  throughout  the 
year,  from  this  boring  it  is  hoped  to  provide  a  source  of  water  for 
the  comprehensive  scheme  to  supply  the  parishes  of  Hewelsfield  and 
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St.  Briavels  and  extend  to  the  remainder  of  the  district. 

A  scheme  was  prepared  for  an  improvement  to  the  supply 
at  Alvington  and  Woolaston  which  was  later  forwarded  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  Investigations  were  also  made  regarding  the 
supply  to  the  village  of  Brockweir. 


Water  Samples. 

20  samples  were  taken  by  Mr.  Richards  for  analysis. 

Lydney  Mains  Supply,  7  samples.  1st  February,  fairly  satis¬ 
factory  ;  16th  February,  and  12th  April,  satisfactory  :  30th  June. 
1.  :  Tufts  supply,  satisfactory  ;  2.  :  Ferneyley  supply,  not  satis¬ 
factory  ;  a  further  sample  was  satisfactory.  The  source  of  pollution 
here  being  wild  animals  and  vegetation,  there  being  no  indication 
of  any  dangerous  pollution. 

Parkhill  Pump.  4  samples  taken  of  this  supply  before  and 
after  repairs  were  all  reported  on  as  unsatisfactory. 

St.  Briavels.  4  samples  taken  of  Upper  and  Lower  Barrow 
Wells  which  constitute  the  village  supply  were  all  reported  on  as 
not  entirely  satisfactory.  Considering  that  the  collecting  ground 
is  not  protected  and  the  two  springs  are  adjacent  to  the  road  this 
is  surprisingly  good. 

Well  at  Purlieu,  1  sample,  unsatisfactory. 

Well  at  Ring  Road,  Woolaston,  1  sample,  unsatisfactory. 

Brockweir  Spout,  2  samples,  both  unsatisfactory. 

Tidenham.  This  parish  is  in  the  Chepstow  Water  Company’s 
area  of  supply.  This  supply  failed  during  August  owing  to  a  break 
in  the  main.  A  sample  subsequent  to  the  renewal  of  the  supply 
was  satisfactory. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT. 

Housing. 


63  inspections  of  unfit  houses  were  made  during  the  year. 
Repairs  were  carried  out  to  25  houses,  and  minor  repairs  to  21 
houses.  Minor  repairs  carried  out  to  21  houses  do  not  render  the 
houses  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation. 


One  house  at  Church  Lane,  Aylburton,  was  demolished  and  the 
tenant  re-housed  by  the  Council. 


Few  of  the  overcrowded  cases  investigated  were  relieved. 
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Licences  to  occupy  six  condemned  properties  were  again  issued 
for  six  monthly  periods. 

No.  of  Premises  disinfected. 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  30 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  32 


Public  Wells. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  6  Public  Wells. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  fifty-nine  milk  samples 
were  taken  from  non-designated  premises  and  submitted  for  analysis: 

Summary  of  the  reports  are  as  follows  : — 

24  Milk  Samples  :  No  B.  Coli  present. 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  200  to  200,000. 

12  Milk  Samples  :  B.  Coli  present  in  1  c.c.  : 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  5,000  to  300,000. 

6  Milk  Samples  :  B.  Coli  present  in  1/1 0th  c.c.  : 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  8,000  to  250,000. 

10  Milk  Samples  :  B.  Coli  present  in  1  /100th  c.c.  : 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  72,000  to  500,000. 

7  Milk  Samples  :  B.  Coli  present  in  1 /1000th  c.c.  : 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  50,000  to  500,000. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  7  cowsheds  and  5  dairies. 


School  Milk. 

Reports  on  25  Milk  Samples  taken  from  milk  supplied  to 
Schools  in  the  district  were  satisfactory. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-46. 

15  Pasteurised  and  7  Raw  milk  samples  were  taken  at  Sedbury 
Dairies  Ltd.,  Sedbury,  during  the  year.  Eight  of  these  samples  were 
submitted  to  the  analyst  at  the  Department  of  Preventive  Medicine, 
Whatley  Road,  Bristol,  8.,  and  14  samples  to  the  Department  of 
Bacteriology  and  Pathology,  Gloucester.  Reports  on  all  samples 
were  satisfactory. 


Number  of  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk  licences  issued  by  the 

County  Council  during  1949  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Accredited  ”  milk  licences  issued  by  the  County 

Council  during  1949  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  on  the  Register  for  1949, 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk  licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

“  Accredited  ”  milk  licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Total  45 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  October,  1949.  The  number  of  milk  producers  on  the 
register  on  the  80th  September,  1949,  was  174.  Out  of  this  total 
45  producers  held  licences  issued  by  the  County  Council  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1943-46.  This  meant 
that  slightly  over  a  quarter  of  the  milk  produced  was  designated. 

The  work  carried  out  by  myself  on  behalf  of  the  Council  has 
shown  a  steady  improvement  in  the  production  of  clean  milk 
throughout  the  district,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  this  will  continue. 


(For  a  Licence  Authorising  the  Use  of  the  Special  Designation) 

"  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  or  “ Accredited." 


Licence  in  respect  of  an  establishment  at  which  the  milk  is 

produced  and  bottled  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Licence  in  respect  of  an  establishment  (not  being  the  estab¬ 
lishment  at  which  milk  is  produced)  at  which  the  milk  is 
bottled  9 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  for  year  1949. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

• 

Lambs 

< 

Number  killed  (if  known)  j 

363 

121 

5 

4338 

77 

Number  Inspected 

363 

121 

5 

4338 

77 

all  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  Carcases  con¬ 
demned 

Carcases  of  which  some 

1 

8 

4 

part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

145 

94 

675 

14 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  ... 

39.9% 

77.68% 

20% 

15.7% 

23.3% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 
Whole  Carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some 

3 

6 

1 

1 

5 

part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

44 

82 

20 

Percentage  of  the  num- 

ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

12.9% 

. 

72.7% 

20% 

1  0/ 

•  1  /O 

32.4% 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  was  : — 


9  Bovine  Carcases 

Beef  . 

51  Bovine  Heads 
222  Bovine  Livers 
83  Bovine  Lungs 
Beef  Offal 


9  Sheep  Carcases 
13  Sheep  Plucks 
666  Sheep  Livers  ... 
Mutton 


9  Pig  Carcases 

12  Pig  Plucks 

13  Pigs  Heads 
4  Pig  Livers 

Pork 
Offal  ... 


•  i  • 

4585 

lbs. 

•  •  • 

1374 

lbs. 

•  •  • 

1446 

lbs. 

«  •  • 

0799 

lbs. 

•  •  • 

774 

lbs. 

... 

875 

lbs. 

Total 

11776 

lbs. 

467 

lbs. 

92 

lbs. 

•  •  » 

998 

lbs. 

... 

40 

lbs. 

Total  1597 

lbs. 

957 

lbs. 

93 

lbs. 

173 

lbs. 

12 

lbs. 

95 

lbs. 

55 

lbs. 

Total  1385 

lbs. 
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2  Carcases  of  Veal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119  lbs. 

Veal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  lbs. 

Offal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■  ...  ...  15  lbs. 


Total  174  lbs. 


Total  amount  condemned  14932  lbs. 


The  following  number  of  animals  were  slaughtered  and  the 
carcases  inspected  for  disease  : — 

Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  Church  Road,  Lydney,  Glos. 

Cattle,  363  ;  Cows,  121  ;  Calves,  5  ;  Sheep  and  lambs,  4338  ; 

Pig  77. 

Total:  4904. 

The  number  of  Pigs  slaughtered  on  Unlicensed  Premises  were  :  599. 

Note.  : — The  Lydney  Food  Executive  Officer  issued  599  licences  to  self¬ 
suppliers. 

Other  Foods  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  were  : 

481  Tins  of  various  foodstuffs  ;  78|  lbs.  of  Bacon  ;  9  stone  of  Fish  ;  5£  lbs  • 
Cheese  ;  35  lbs.  Onions  ;  60  dozen  Eggs  ;  4\  lbs.  chicken. 

Ice  Cream  Production. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  production  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  only  ...  ...  ...  14 

Total  20 

23  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  analysis 
and  estimation  of  Fat  Content. 

Reports  on  16  were  satisfactory,  1  not  entirely  satisfactory  and 
5  were  unsatisfactory.  In  the  cases  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples 
repeat  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Summary  of  Samples. 

Grade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I  II 

18  2 

Not  Present  in 

present  1  Tube  2  Tubes  3  Tubes  3  Tubes 


Bacillus  Coli 

16 

1 

—  — 

6 

Under  100 

100-1,000 

1,000-10,000 

Over  10,000 

Bacterial  Count 

2 

9 

8 

4 

Under  24% 

24-5% 

5-10% 

Over  10% 

Fat  Content 

1 

3 

16 

3 

Average  Fat  Content  : 

6.95%. 

III  IV 

1  2 
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Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  Infestation  Order,  1943. 

Private  Dwellings  treated  for  a  nominal  charge  ...  39 

Payment  Service  to  business  premises  ...  ...  ...  25 

Total  64 


The  sewerage  system  of  Lydney  was  treated  on  11th  February, 
1949,  and  29th  August,  1949. 

Refuse  tips  at  Lydney,  Tidenham  and  St.  Briavels  received 
treatment  required. 


LYDNEY  SHIPPING,  1949. 

Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year  1949. 


Number 

No.  of  Vessels 

Number 

reported 

on  which 

Inspected 

Number 

Tonnage 

to  be 

defects  were 

by 

defective 

remedied 

San.  Insp. 

FOREIGN. 

Steamers 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

“Motors” 

5 

775 

0 

0 

O 

Xj 

Sailing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Foreign 

5 

775 

0 

o 

2 

COASTWISE. 

Steamers 

5 

585 

0 

0 

11 

“Motors” 

438 

30891 

o 

0 

18 

Sailing 

215 

13226 

o 

0 

15 

Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

Coastwise 

658 

44  702 

0 

0 

44 

Total  Foreign 
and  Coastwise 

663 

45477 

0 

0 

46 

Complaints  Received. 


General. 


Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

(b)  Swine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Nuisances  unabated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Number  of  earth  closets  or  privy  vaults  abolished  for  W.C.’s  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  earth  closets  or  privy  vaults  abolished  for  pail  privies  ...  7 
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Petroleum  Acts. 

Number  of  licences  issued  by  the  Council  under  the  above  Acts 
for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  was  :  33. 

Number  inspected  of  each  of  the  following 

Premises  or  Occupations  subject  subject  to  Statutory  Control  : 

Under  the  Shops  Act,  1934.  Inspections 

(a)  Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

(b)  Grocers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

(c)  Other  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

(d)  Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Total  272 


■ 

Number  on 
Register 

O 

Number 

inspected 

Total 
number  of 
Inspections 

Slaughter- houses 

10 

1 

209 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

174 

84 

126 

Bakehouses 

13 

13 

31 

Factories 

28 

28 

54 

Workshops 

34 

34 

45 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

During  the  year  10  Factories  and  Workshops  were  added  to  the 
register  and  4  Factories  and  1  Workshop  were  deleted. 

(a)  3  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  sanitary 
accommodation  and  ventilation  at  three  premises.  Work 
as  detailed  in  the  notices  served  has  been  carried  out. 

(b)  2  Certificates  as  to  the  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire 
(Secs.  34-37)  were  issued  to  two  Factories. 
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